Jeffrey McCray

BASSOON

231 Westbrook Musc Building
School of Musdc
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Lincoln NE 68588
(402)472-2489
jmccray3@unl.edu

Biographical Sketch

Jeffrey McCray was appointed as Assistant Professor of Bassoonat the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln in 2007 after serving oneyear as an interim lecturer. Dr. McCray
serves as the prindpd bassoonist of theLincoln SymphonyOrchestra, and heisa
member of the bassoon section of the Colorado SpringsPhilhamonic (formerly Colorado
SpringsSymphonyOrchestra), a postion hehas hdd since 2000.

Dr. McCray earned the Doctorate in Mudcal Arts from Michigan State University in
2007,where hewas a bassoon student of Michael Kroth. He holdsabachdor@ degree in
bassoon performance and a master@ degree in orchestral conduding from Northwestern
University, where he studied with Robat Barris and Victor Yampolsky. Additiondly, he
studied with Bernard Garfield, former princpa bassoonof the Philadd phia Orchestra,
and earned a master@ degree in bassoon performance from Temple University. He has
served on thefaculties of Baylor University, Western Michigan University, Albion
College and the University of Michigan-Flint; has hdd postionswith the symphony
orchestras of Battle Creek (M1), Lanang (MI), Waco (TX), Allentown (PA), and
Haddonield (NJ); and has performed extensvely with the Grand Rapids (M)
Symphony,Delaware Symphony,Opera Delaware, and the Penngy/lvania Ballet.

An advocte of contemporary musc, Mr. McCray has appeared both as bassoonist and
condudor ontheNorthwestern University Contemporary Musc Series, and he conduded
two premieres at the Chicago ComposersOFestival in 2000. 1n 2002,hewas a guest
performer with thewiddy-acclaimed Rel%he Ensemble, in Philaddphia. Hisrecording
of M. William KarlinsFour Inventions and a Fugue, for bassoon, piano,andfemale
voice (on Hungaoton Records) received praise from numerouscritics. 1n 2006 he
appeared as a guest performer in contemporary music concaerts at both the University of
Indiangpolis and Colorado College Summer Musc Festival. Recent performances of
note indudetheregiond premiere of Dan Welche® Concerto da Camera (1975, rev.
2006) with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Chamber Orchestra, and Sofia
Gubadulina® Duo-Sonata (1977)for two bassoons at the 2007 Conference of the
Internationd Double-Reed Sodiety.



Education

Institutions Attended:

Michigan State University, DMA in bassoonperformance 20032007
GPA: 4.0

Northwestern University, MMusin Orchestral Conduding 19992001
GPA: 3.88

Temple University, MMusin Bassoon Performance 19961998
GPA: 3.89

Northwestern University, BMusin Bassoon Performance 19921996
graduaed with academic digtinction and performance honos
GPA: 3.90

Principal Bassoon Instructors:

Michael Kroth, Michigan State University 20032006
Bernard Garfield, Philaddphia Orchestra (retired), Temple University 19961998
Robert Barris, Northwestern University 19921996

Masterclasses Attended:

Zeev Dormann, princpd bassoon,Israel Philhamonic April 1996
Nancy Goeres, prindpd bassoon, Pittsburgh SymphonyOrchestra November 1993
Arthur Weisburg, IndianaUniversity March 2000

Continuing Education:

QUsing Blackboad?2 for Musc IngrudionO A half day in-service, University of
Nebraska-Lincoln School of Musc, Augug 2006

Bach@ St. John Passion and BaroquePerformance Practices.O Summer workshop,
Westminger Choir College, June1998.

Colorado College Summer Consgervatory and Chamber Musc Festival: 1993 1994
1995,1996 1998



Teaching Experience

College/University Faculty Positions:

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Assistant Professor of Bassoon 2007present
Teaching responsbilities includeapplied bassoonto musc performance, musc
education, and nonmusc majors at both undegraduae and masters levels;
freshman-level musc theory and ear training; chamber musc; and performing
with the Moran Woodwind Quintet. Additiond responsbilitiesindudeco-
hoding theannud UNL Double-Reed Day, amajor recruiting event for the
doubk-reed studios, and conduding wind, brass, and percussion sectionds for the
UNL SymphonyOrchestra.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, interim lecturer in bassoon 20062007
Taughtcoursesin applied bassoon, musc theory, ear-training, and chamber
mudgc. Performed with Moran Woodwind Quintet, and co-hoged 2007UNL

Double-Reed Day.
Albion College, adjund ingructor in bassoon 20052006
University of Michigan-Flint, adjund ingructor in bassoon 20042005
Baylor University, interim lecturer in bassoonand musc theory 20012002

Taughtcoursesin applied bassoon (undegraduae and masters levels), woodwind
methods musc theory, ear training, and chamber musc. Performed with Baylor
Woodwind Quintet.

Western Michigan University, ingructor in bassoon 20002001
Served as the sabbaical replacement for the Professor of Bassoonfor oneyear;
taughtcoursesin applied bassoon (undegraduae and masters levels), woodwind
methods ear training, and conduding. Performed with Western Wind Quintet
and Western Winds awind ensemble comprised of faculty and students.

Masterclasses taught:

Michigan State University March 2007
Instituto Nacional de Musica, San Jose, Coga Ri_c_:a May 2002
Western Michigan University (with Diana SchmY &, piano) March 2001
Truman State University, Kirksville, MO 1994 1995
Clinics taught:

Roosevelt High School, Sioux Falls, SD February 2007
Lewis-Palmer High School, Monunent, CO Octoba 2006
Rampart High School, Colorado Springs CO Octobe 2006



Other Teaching:

Michigan State University, graduae teaching assistant 20032006
Respongbilities induded teaching reed-making to freshman bassoon mgors,
bassoon methodsto music education majors, and applied lessonsto bassoon
majors when the Professor of Bassoonwas unavailable.

Wilmington Music School (Wilmington, DE), indructor in bassoon 20022003

Northwestern University Summer High School Music Institute 2000
Ingructor in chamber musc and conduding

Northwestern University, gradude assistant 19992000
Served as the assistant condudor for the Contemporary Musc Ensemble;
conduded several premieres of student compostions, induding two performances
at the 2000Chicago Contemporary Musc Festival at Roosevelt University. Also
served as the assistant condudor for the Brass Choir and as the orchestra manager
for the Chamber Orchestra.

Wilkes University Summer High School Music Camp, Wilkes-Barre, PA 1997
Ingructor in bassoon

Temple University, gradude teaching assistant 19961998
Taughttwo semesters of bassoonmethods

Students’ Accomplishments:

Karmen Ingram (Baylor), artist-in-residence at Banff Centre for the Performing Arts

Jason Kramer (Western Michigan), gradude assistantship at DePaul University
Fernando Zu—iga(Baylor), findist in 2001Baylor Concerto Competition



Performance Experience

Orchestral positions held:

Lincoln (NE) Symphony Orchestra, princdpd bassoon

Colorado Springs Philharmonic Orchestra, utility bassoon

Battle Creek (MI) Symphony Orchestra, prindpa bassoon

Greater Lansing (MI) Symphony Orchestra, secondbassoon
Colorado Springs Symphony Orchestra, utility bassoon

Crested Butte (CO) Music Festival Orchestra, second bassoon
Waco (TX) Symphony Orchestra, acting princpal bassoon
Allentown (PA) Symphony Orchestra, third bassoontontrabassoon
Haddonfield (NJ) Symphony Orchestra, third bassoontontrabassoon
KLANG, bassoonftontrabassoon

Substitute positions:

Lincoln (NE) Symphony Orchestra, prindpd bassoon (longterm sub))
New World Symphony

Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra, secondbassoon/contrabassoon
Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra, prindpd bassoon

West Shore (MI) Symphony Orchestra, al postions

Adrian (MI) Symphony Orchestra, all postions

Pennsylvania Ballet, all postions

Delaware Symphony Orchestra, al postions

Opera Delaware, al postions

Windsor (Ontario) Symphony Orchestra, princpad bassoon
Harrisburg (PA) Symphony Orchestra, all postions

Lancaster (PA) Symphony Orchestra, 2" bassoon

Chicago Sinfonietta, 2™ bassoon

Civic Orchestra of Chicago, al postions

Chamber Experience:

Moran Woodwind Quintet
Baylor Woodwind Quintet, oneyear postion
Western Wind Quintet, oneyear postion
Kalamazoo Symphony Wind Quintet, subgitute
Settlement Music School Wind Quintet
Subgitute for approximately 30 outreach concaerts
in Philaddphia public and parochial schools
Quintet of the Americas, subgitute
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20062003

2002
20012002
19971999
19981999
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20062007
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20062001
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Solo Engagements (listed alphabetically):

Barat College, Lake Forest IL

Guest Recital November 1999
Haddonfield Symphony Orchestra

Daniel Dorff: The Tortoise and the Hare, s0lo cortrabassoon ~ November 1998
Northwestern University Contemporary Music Series

Dan Welchea: Concerto da Camera for bassoonand February 1996
chamber orchestra
M. William Karlins Four Inventions and a Fugue, for bassoon, April 2000

piano, and female voice
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

L ecture-Recital, Orhe Bassoon Sonatas of Alec WilderO February 2007

Faculty Recital September 2007
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Chamber Orchestra

Dan Welche: Concerto da Camera for bassoonand April 2007

chamber orchestra (regiond premiere of 2006revision)
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Symphonic Band

GordonJacob: Concerto for Bassoonand Band Octoba 2007
Western Michigan University
Faculty Recital March 2001

Chamber Engagements:

2007 Conference of the International Double-Reed Society

Sofia Gubadulina Duo-Sonaafor two bassoons(1977) June2007
Albion College Faculty Chamber Music Series

Felix Menddssohn: Concertpiece no.2ind minor February 2006

for claringt, bassoon, and piano, op. 114

Baylor University

Recitals with Baylor Woodwind Quintet November 2001

April 2002

Colorado College Summer Music Festival

JohnAdams. Chamber Symphony June2006
Delaware Symphony Chamber Music Series

Emile Bernard: Divertissement, op. 36 March 2003

Vincent d®ndy: Chanson et Danse, op. 50

Charles Gounod: Petite Symphonie (1889

Florent Schmidt. Lied et Scherzo, op.54
Instituto Nacional de Miusica de Costa Rica

Recital with Baylor Woodwind Quintet May 2002
International Horn Symposium (w/ Western Wind Quintet)

Eric Ewazen: Roaring Fork for wind quintet June2001



Chamber Engagements (continued):
Relache Ensemble, Philaddphia PA

Guy Klucevsek: Stolen Memories

Chrigtian Marclay: Graffiti Composition
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

Recital with Moran Woodwind Quintet
University of Indianapolis Contemporary Music Series

Sofia Gubadulina Duo-Sonaafor two bassoons(1977)
University of Missouri-St. Louis

Recital with Moran Woodwind Quintet
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Recitals with Moran Woodwind Quintet

Waco Symphony Chamber Music Series
Recital with Baylor Woodwind Quintet
Heitor Villa-lobos Bachianas Brasileras no. 6,
for flute and bassoon

Student Recitals:

Michigan State University

Octoba 2002

April 2007
March 2006
April 2007

November 2006
April 2007

Octoba 2001
March 2002

2004 2005(2), 2006

Northwestern University 1994,1995 1996 1999 2000

Temple University

Honors and Awards

Michigan State University, graduae teaching assi stantship
Concerto Competition findist

Northwestern University, graduae teaching assistantship
Graduaed with Academic Distinction
Graduaed with Performance Honors
Elected to Pi KappalLambda
Selected to perform with Quintet of the Americas
Selected to perform with Ursula Oppens

Victor Garwood Award for musgcal and academic excellence

Nationd Merit Scholar
Dean@List (every term enrolled)
Temple University, gradude teaching ass stantship

1997 1998

20032006
2003 2005
19932000
1996
1996
1995
1995
19%
1995
1992
19921996
1996 1997



Professional Organizations

American Federation of Mudcians
CollegeMusc Sodety
Internationd Double-Reed Sod ety
Pi KappaLambda

Published Media

Recordings:

HCD 32037 M. William Karlins Four Inventions and a Fugue, for bassoon, piano, and
female voice (with Katharina RSssner, soprano, and Diana SchmYck,
piano). Hungaoton Records 2001

Film Credits:

An Apology to the Dead. Dir. Timothy Gunnand Jonahan Worful. Vernacular Films,
2006. Solo Bassoonand Conducdor.

Reviews:

Orhemosgt interesting piece on therecord is Four Inventions and a FugueEt he composer
somehow makes the unruly bassoon (marveloudy played by Jeffrey McCray) seem
soulful and melancholy during an all-too-rare moment of pure melody.O

Daniel Felsenfeld, www.andante.com, July 2001

Orhe heart-rending s ow movement [of Tchaikovsky@ Third Symphony] featured supeb
solo work from bassoonist Jeffrey McCray and French hom player Robat Murray.O
Mark Arnest, Colorado Springs Gazette, 4 Januay 2004

Orhewoodwinds[in Tchakovsky@ Fifth Symphany] were excellent, as usud, with some
wondeful solosby oboist Michagl Miller and bassoonist Jeffrey McCray.O
James Ball, Battle Creek Enquirer, 2 May 2006

Orhewoodwind playing was outstanding, particularly Jeffrey McCray on bassoonEQ
James Ball, Battle Creek Enquirer, 9 February 2004



